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Evaluation of retrieval performance should use a 

text collection that all providers work with.

Research Situation:

Find „important“ OGH (Supreme Court of 

Justice) decisions concerning § 1096 ABGB Justice) decisions concerning § 1096 ABGB 

(Austrian Civil Code) dating from 2005 to 2007.

Studies (Mielke/Wolff) have shown that

annotated codes are used first in practice.
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2005

OGH 30. 6. 2005, 3 Ob 199/04 t

OGH 22. 11. 2005, 1 Ob 177/05 v

OGH 20. 1. 2005, 8 Ob 54/04 f

OGH 22. 11. 2005, 1 Ob 177/05 v

OGH 17. 3. 2005, 6 Ob 18/05 y

OGH 17. 3. 2005, 6 Ob 18/05 y

OGH 2. 8. 2005, 1 Ob 146/05 k

OGH 30. 8. 2005, 7 Ob 155/05 b

OGH 30. 8. 2005, 7 Ob 155/05 b

OGH 27. 9. 2005, 10 Ob 95/05 a

OGH 1. 12. 2005, 2 Ob 275/05 p

OGH 1. 12. 2005, 2 Ob 275/05 p

OGH 15. 2. 2006, 3 Ob 286/05 p

OGH 21. 12. 2006, 2 Ob 149/06 k

OGH 18. 12. 2006, 8 Ob 153/06 t

OGH 24. 5. 2006, 6 Ob 73/06 p

OGH 15. 2. 2006, 3 Ob 286/05 p

OGH 15. 2. 2006, 3 Ob 286/05 p

OGH 11. 10. 2006, 7 Ob 78/06 f

OGH 24. 5. 2006, 6 Ob 73/06 p

OGH 15. 2. 2006, 3 Ob 286/05 p

OGH 28. 9. 2006, 5 Ob 72/06 h

OGH 12. 9. 2006, 1 Ob 148/06 f

OGH 28. 11. 2006, 5 Ob 246/06 x

2007

Annotated Code („Kommentar“)
§ 1096 ABGB, cited OGH decisions 2005-2007

OGH 1. 12. 2005, 2 Ob 275/05 p

OGH 17. 3. 2005, 6 Ob 18/05 y

OGH 30. 8. 2005, 7 Ob 155/05 b

OGH 22. 11. 2005, 1 Ob 177/05 v

OGH 1. 12. 2005, 2 Ob 275/05 p

OGH 30. 6. 2005, 3 Ob 314/04 d

OGH 2. 8. 2005, 1 Ob 146/05 k

OGH 1. 12. 2005, 2 Ob 275/05 p

OGH 20. 12. 2005, 5 Ob 92/05 y

OGH 28. 9. 2005, 7 Ob 200/05 w

2006

OGH 30. 11. 2006, 3 Ob 224/06 x

OGH 11. 10. 2006, 7 Ob 78/06 f

OGH 24. 5. 2006, 6 Ob 73/06 p

2007

OGH 12. 7. 2007, 2 Ob 47/07 m

OGH 16. 10. 2007, 5 Ob 219/07 b

OGH 16. 10. 2007, 5 Ob 217/07 h

OGH 16. 10. 2007, 5 Ob 219/07 b

OGH 16. 10. 2007, 5 Ob 217/07 h

OGH 16. 10. 2007, 5 Ob 219/07 b

OGH 16. 10. 2007, 5 Ob 217/07 h

OGH 16. 10. 2007, 5 Ob 219/07 b

OGH 16. 10. 2007, 5 Ob 217/07 h

OGH 26. 4. 2007, 2 Ob 158/06 h

OGH 26. 4. 2007, 2 Ob 158/06 h

OGH 7. 3. 2007, 1 Ob 241/06 g

OGH 31. 1. 2007, 7 Ob 303/06 v

OGH 3. 4. 2007, 5 Ob 67/07 z

= 27 different decisions
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1 Ob 146/05 k 7 Ob 78/06 f

5 Ob 92/05 y 2 Ob 149/06 k 1 Ob 177/05 v 2 Ob 275/05 p

1 Ob 148/06 f 3 Ob 286/05 p 8 Ob 153/06 t 8 Ob 54/04 f

27 decisions as „relevant“ / „ideal“ search result

3 Ob 314/04 d 5 Ob 67/07 z 10 Ob 95/05 a 6 Ob 73/06 p 6 Ob 18/05 y

7 Ob 200/05 w 7 Ob 155/05 b 7 Ob 303/06 v

2 Ob 47/07 m 5 Ob 217/07 h 5 Ob 219/07 b 2 Ob 158/06 h 5 Ob 246/06 x

5 Ob 72/06 h 3 Ob 224/06 x 3 Ob 199/04 t 1 Ob 241/06 g
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1 Ob 146/05 k 7 Ob 78/06 f

5 Ob 92/05 y 2 Ob 149/06 k 1 Ob 177/05 v 2 Ob 275/05 p

1 Ob 148/06 f 3 Ob 286/05 p 8 Ob 153/06 t 8 Ob 54/04 f

27 decisions as „relevant“ / „ideal“ search result

including citation frequency in annotated code

3 Ob 314/04 d 5 Ob 67/07 z 10 Ob 95/05 a 6 Ob 73/06 p 6 Ob 18/05 y

7 Ob 200/05 w 7 Ob 155/05 b 7 Ob 303/06 v

2 Ob 47/07 m 5 Ob 217/07 h 5 Ob 219/07 b 2 Ob 158/06 h 5 Ob 246/06 x

5 Ob 72/06 h 3 Ob 224/06 x 3 Ob 199/04 t 1 Ob 241/06 g
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Querying Austrian Legal Text 

Retrieval Systems: 

RIDA / RDB / RIS / LexisNexis

”OGH Decisions concerning 

§ 1096 ABGB from 2005 to 2007”
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KOM + RIDA + 

RDB + RIS + LN 1 Ob 146/05 k 7 Ob 78/06 f

KOM + RIDA + RDB 5 Ob 92/05 y 2 Ob 149/06 k 1 Ob 177/05 v 2 Ob 275/05 p

KOM + RIDA + RDB 1 Ob 148/06 f 3 Ob 286/05 p 8 Ob 153/06 t 8 Ob 54/04 f

Which system(s) find which decisions?

KOM + RIDA 3 Ob 314/04 d 5 Ob 67/07 z 10 Ob 95/05 a 6 Ob 73/06 p 6 Ob 18/05 y

KOM + RDB 7 Ob 200/05 w 7 Ob 155/05 b 7 Ob 303/06 v

KOMMENTAR 2 Ob 47/07 m 5 Ob 217/07 h 5 Ob 219/07 b 2 Ob 158/06 h 5 Ob 246/06 x

KOMMENTAR 5 Ob 72/06 h 3 Ob 224/06 x 3 Ob 199/04 t 1 Ob 241/06 g
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KOM + RIDA + 

RDB + RIS + LN 1 Ob 146/05 k 7 Ob 78/06 f

KOM + RIDA + RDB 5 Ob 92/05 y 2 Ob 149/06 k 1 Ob 177/05 v 2 Ob 275/05 p

KOM + RIDA + RDB 1 Ob 148/06 f 3 Ob 286/05 p 8 Ob 153/06 t 8 Ob 54/04 f

Which system(s) find which decisions?

KOM + RIDA 3 Ob 314/04 d 5 Ob 67/07 z 10 Ob 95/05 a 6 Ob 73/06 p 6 Ob 18/05 y

KOM + RDB 7 Ob 200/05 w 7 Ob 155/05 b 7 Ob 303/06 v

KOMMENTAR 2 Ob 47/07 m 5 Ob 217/07 h 5 Ob 219/07 b 2 Ob 158/06 h 5 Ob 246/06 x

KOMMENTAR 5 Ob 72/06 h 3 Ob 224/06 x 3 Ob 199/04 t 1 Ob 241/06 g
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Why do so many cases only appear in the 
annotated code?

- no or few explicit references in the texts

- no controlled or constant vocabulary used

- bad segment searching (RDB)

- no intellectual indexing

- out-of-date retrieval techniques
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Citation Analysis

"Sources that get cited more often are more 

likely to be relevant sources of information."

More interesting in our case:More interesting in our case:

"Text A deals with X and cites Text B, so B 

probably also deals with X."
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KOM + RIDA + 

RDB + RIS + LN 1 Ob 146/05 k 7 Ob 78/06 f

KOM + RIDA + RDB 5 Ob 92/05 y 2 Ob 149/06 k 1 Ob 177/05 v 2 Ob 275/05 p

KOM + RIDA + RDB 1 Ob 148/06 f 3 Ob 286/05 p 8 Ob 153/06 t 8 Ob 54/04 f

KOM + RIDA 

Which system(s) find which decisions?

„Red Decisions“ would be also found
by electronic systems if they used
citation analysis like just described.

KOM + RIDA 3 Ob 314/04 d 5 Ob 67/07 z 10 Ob 95/05 a 6 Ob 73/06 p 6 Ob 18/05 y

KOM + RDB 7 Ob 200/05 w 7 Ob 155/05 b 7 Ob 303/06 v

KOMMENTAR 2 Ob 47/07 m 5 Ob 217/07 h 5 Ob 219/07 b 2 Ob 158/06 h 5 Ob 246/06 x

KOMMENTAR 5 Ob 72/06 h 3 Ob 224/06 x 3 Ob 199/04 t 1 Ob 241/06 g
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Thesauri

Thesauri are Collections of Concepts including 

the Relationships between them.

More interesting in our case:More interesting in our case:

In order to get a more exhaustive search result, 

a system can modify queries using related 

concepts stored in a thesaurus.
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Involved Persons according to the Wording of 

Decisions concerning § 1096 ABGB

Vermieter (landlord) – Mieter (tenant)

Bestandgeber* – Bestandnehmer*Bestandgeber* – Bestandnehmer*

Mit- und Wohnungseigentümer*

Wohnungsinhaber*

Kläger* - Beklagte*

klagende Partei – beklagte Partei
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Moderated Search
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anton.geist@univie.ac.atanton.geist@univie.ac.at
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